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ABSTRACT 

The main Purposes of this study were to determine: (I) the participation of the rural youth in 

selected rural development activities (ii) to determine some of the selected characteristics 

namely age, education, family farm size, family annual income, training experience, 

eosaiopoliteness, organizational participation, cOITIfl)UfliCatiOfl exposure and lamily size and 

(iii) to explore the relationship between the selected characteristics of the rural youth and 

their participation in selected rural development activities. The study was conducted in entire 

Sarishabari Upa2ila under Jarnalpur district. Data were collected irom 80 rural youths by 

using interview schedule during 10 to 30th May, 2008. Appropriate scales were developed ii'. 

order to measure the concerned variables. Correlation (r) analysis was conducted to explore 

the relationship between the independent and dependent variables. Participation Index (PM) 

was also computed to explain the dependent variable. Out of the 24 items ol participation by 

rural youth in rural development activities, the top five were: i. Inspire people to send their 

children to school, ii. Advise parents, relatives & neighbor to adopt FIYV. iii. Minimize 

local conflict. iv. Advise parents, relatives & neighbor to maintain soil lertility, Y. Advise 

parents. relatives & neighbor about fertilizer management. 1-lowever, in respect of overall 

participation by rural youth, a proportion of 50% was in low category and 38.8% was in 

medium category. Among the rural youths minor school education were 7 1.3% and 25% 

high school education only. The highest proportion 65% had small tbrm size, two fifth (40) 

had very low to low annual income, 57.5% had low training exposure and 42.5% had 

medium training exposure, 45% had low organizational participation and 48.8% had no 

orgallil.ati011aI participation, 51.3% had low communication exposure quality, 47.5% had 

low cosmopoliteness quality. Correlation analyses between dependent and independent 

variables revealed that four were statistically positively signiticant. Four (4) 

independent variables namely: Family larni size, Cosmopoliteness. Organi'-atior.al 

participation and Coniniunicatioll exposure had strong positive relationshi p with the 

participation of rural youth in rural development activities. Education, faniiy annual 

income and family size had positively insignificant and age and Training experience 

had negatively insignificant relationship with the participation of rural youth in rural 

development activities. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 



INTODUCTION 

1.1 General Background 

Bangladesh is one of the most populous countries having a population of 146 

million (BBS. 2007). Her fertile soil and sub-tropical climate have iiiadc her an 

agro-based country. But Bangladesh has been caught in a VICIOUS circle of poverty. 

unemployment, malnutrition and overpopulation. One of the reasons univ he that. 

halfof her population is below 15 years of age: while individuals aged 15-35 years 

Constitute 30 percent and 0-35 years constitute 75 percent. This ever increasing 

populatirn has made Bangladesh a land of young people who are not in a position 

to contribute to national uleonte but need food, shelter, clothing, education and 

employment. It is not possible for most of the people, especially the rural youth 

who constitute a significant segment of population, to obtain necessary 

opportunities during their youth to gain undue knowledge and develop skills for 

making themselves responsible, disciplined and productive citizens of the country. 

When nccessai opportunities are ensured to her younger people especially in 

rural areas this country has a good future for economic growth (Anwar. I 994). 

They are not provided with the suitable kind ol programmes, guidance, counseling 

and training to beconic worthy citizcns ol tomorrow. In spite of these facts, youth 

constitute a dynamic force in Bangladesh. They have demonstrated that they were 

a positive force in the Language Movement (1952), the mass movement (1960), 

the var of liberation (1972) and the movement ol democracy (1990). Therefore, it 

is a fact that, historically the youth of Bangladesh constitutes a great force, in 

etThcting progressi"e social change. If their energies are not curbed and arc 

encouraged to mobilize themselves to become an integral part of development 

elThrts. progressive socio-eeonomic change wouLd be accelerated. Exclusion of 

such a vast potential group from meaningful participation would inevitably exert a 



disruptive influence on the entire sociely, blocking the possibility of progressive 

transformation of Bangladesh. 

l'opulation explosion is essentially a youth explosion. It is estimated that 55 to 60 

percent of population of Bangladesh are tinder twenty years of age and this 

condition will continue for several decades. Therefore, ways must be found out to 

involve rural youth in the process of national planning to contribute to agricultural 

production and modernization of rural life. The agricultural extension agencies of 

the government at upazila level namely, agricultural office (DAF). Livestock 

office (DLS), Fisheries office (DOE), Department ol' Youth Development (DYD) 

and other have hardly any programme and network for the development of the 

rural youth. Rural youth have often been overlooked, neglected and left out of the 

main stream of development. When millions of youth live in rural areas, large 

numbers of' them become dropoul from schools, remain unskilled and 

unemployed, face massive poverty and live without sufficient food and shelter. 

There has been hardly any organized rural youth programme launched by the 

OV Clii iiiCflt. 

BRAC along with other NOOs such as. Granieen Bank, PROSHIKA, ASA, World 

Vision, CARFL'AS, RDRS etc. and other intervention agencies have realized that 

true development cannot be achieved unless and until the dcvelopmeni process 

involves the rural youth. In 1991, BRAC made a major shift in targeting front 

male to female members of rural families. Despite its commitment to improving 

the lives of the poor people, BRAC programmes continue to be challenged by the 

complex web of social and economic relations that hinder change. The main 

activities of BRAC's Rural Development Programme (RDP) are: a) Institutional 

building for functional education, b) credit operation, c) income and employment 

generation, and d) support service programmes. 



The place of development in any country largely depends upon the participation 

and commitment of all the rural youth concerned with development activities. This 

has been emphatically stated by the development experts and policy makers. 

Participation of' rural youth in NGOs activities is expected to bring about positive 

mipact on the lives of the participants. But, it is undoubtedly a complex task to 

achieve all the expected impacts. 

It is now clear that efforts devoted to the rural youth through meaningful work 

experience organized and carried on by the extension services. Using educational 

techniques has a veiy favourable and long range effect on rural development 

progranmies which render best possible courses of action and can provide 

guidance. counseling, education, and training to rural youdi to make thcin healthy 

citizens. 

But the major extension organizations of the government and non-government 

organizations of our county has given very poor attention to the rural youth as a 

potenual client group or partner of development. But realizing the importance or 

rural youth, pragmatic community development programmes, both Of agricultural 

and non-agricultural are urgently be undertaken. In recent years programmes l'or 

development of rural youths are highly demanding the increased attention among 

the national planners, thinkers and intellectuals and the extension administrators of 

Bangladesh. In order to provide viable self employment opportunities particularly 

to the rural youth, it is very important to know the present condition of them in 

Bangladesh. Their opportunities for education, their preferences towards rural 

development activities, their felt-problems and other related matters are to he 

viewed carefully. This will help the plaiuiers to make appropriate plans and 

strategies Ibr the development of rural youths and the nation as a whole. The 

present research was undertaken with a view to have an understand of rural 

development activities done by youth in their environment and training 

piogranme5 fix their development 

-I a 



1.2 Statement of the problems 

In terms of the above discussion the researcher undertook a study entitled - 

"Participation of rural youth in rural development activities in selected area of 

Sarishabari upazila under Jamalpur district'". The study investigated the 

participation of rural youth in rural development activities. It was also to explore 

the relationships of some of the selected characteristics of rural youth, such as age, 

education. linui lv farm size. lam ily annual income. training exposure. 

cosinopolieness, organizational partieipalion, communication exposure and 

lhinilv size with their participation in rural development activities. The study also 

exploits the training programtiies received rural youth from Department of Youth 

Development and their involvement with various rural development activities. The 

need for out-of-school organizations Ibr the youth is even greater in Bangladesh in 

view of the fact that their opportunity for education in school is very limited. 

Moreover, significant contribution towards rural development activities - a 

burning question of the day. Attempts were made in the past to organize youth 

programmes but with little success. There were various reasons for this, among 

hich an important one was the non-availability of relevant information for 

plunning and conducting the youth programmes. Such information need to conic 

out ofsvstematic study of the local situations. It is expected that the Lindings of the 

study will yield information which may be profitably used for various 

development activities participated by the youth. 

The purpose of the present study was to evaluate the participation of rural youth in 

rural development activities. The study aims to find out the answer to the 

following questions: 

1. 	What are the areas of rural development in which rural youth participate? 

1 What are the personal characteristics of the rural youth and who are 

involved with rural development activities? 

4 



3. WhUL is the relationship between selected characteristics of rural youth 

and their participation in rural development activities? 

1.3 Specific Objective of the Study 

In otter to give proper direction to the study the following specific objectives are 

lbrmu latecl: 

I. To determine the participation of rural youth in rural development 

activities. The selected rural development activities are: 

A. himi IY ilivO Ivement 

Advise parents, relatives & neighbors to adopt I IYV 

Advise parents. relatives & neighbors to maintain soil fertility 

Advise parents, relatives & neighbors about fertilizer 

management 

Advise parents, relatives & neighbors about 1PM and [CM 

Advise to prepare and use compost 

Advise to adopt inter crop cultivation 

B. Social Involvement: 

Participation in construction of embankmentidam 

Participation in canal digging 

Participation in irrigation water management 

involvement with youth club 

Organizing youth cIuI 

Distribution of rctief7loan to the distressed people 

C. Economic Activities: 

Stock-business 

Dairy farm 

Pouftry farm 

Shopkeeping 

Fisheries 

5 



vi) Job/service 

I). Cultural & Others Activities: 

Arrange/involve with village theatre 

Arrange/involve with ibotbali match Icricket match /other local games 

Arrange/involve with village fair 

Arrange/involve with national days 

Minimize local conflict 

Inspire people to send their children to school 

2. To determine some selecled characteristics of rural youth. The selected 

characteristics included: 

a) Personal characteristics 

i)Agc 

Level of education 

lraining exposure 

Family size 

b) Social characteristics 

Cosinopolitencss 

Organizational participation 

Communication exposure 

c) Economic characteristics 

Family farm size 

Family income 

3. To explore (he relation between selected characteristics of the rural youth and 

their extent ol participation in rural development activities. 

1.4 Justification of the Study 

The preseit study was dealing with the participation of rural youth in rural 

development aclivities in eleven villages of Sarishabari Upazila under 



Jamalpur District. This study was a modest attempt to find out the suitable 

rural development activities and the extent of participation of rural youth in 

those activities. The tindirigs from the study may be helpful for the 

Government policy makers and non-Government organizations to design 

their rural development programme. 

1.5 Scope and Limitations of the Study 

The present study was undertaken to have an understanding on the extent of 

participation of rural youth in rural development activities and to explore the 

relationships with their selected characteristics. Considering the Lime, money 

and other necessary resources available to the researcher and to make the 

research meaningful and manageable, it became necessary to impose certain 

limitalions as noted below: 

Rural youth include younger male and female individuals in rural 

social system. Besides, it was not easy for a male researcher to 

include female youth as respondents because of social reasons. 

The study was confined to the selected villages namely, 

l-lamramajalia, Prosadpur, Cienderpara, Bausi Bazar, Bausi Modtho 

Para. Kamrahad, Simla Bazar, Samorthobari. Boarpara. Araninagar 

and Ponchashi of sharishabari thana under Jamal pur district. 

The population for the study was kept confined to the rural youth of 

the heads of the family. 

Ihere were many characteristics of the rural youth but in the study 

only 9 of them were selected for investigation. 

I. There were many dimensions and aspects that could be undertaken in 

a study related to participation of rural youth. But the present study 

investigated only the participation in rural development activities. 

7 



The researcher depended on the data lurnished by the selected rural 

youth during the interview with them. 

Conceptually, participation of the rural youth were determined from 

the responses of youth collected through their statements. 

I-I. Participation of the rural youth could be measured in various ways. 

I lowever. in this study, these were measured by using four point 

modified L ikert-type scale. 

I. The findings of the study will be particularly applicable to the study 

area. Flowever, the findings may also have general implications for 

other areas of Bangladesh where socio-economie, physical, cultural 

and geographic conditions are mostly similar to the study area. 

It is expected that the findings of the study will be helpful to the planners and 

others associated with development of the rural youth to formulate plaits and 

strategies for the development of the rural youth. The study wilL also be useful for 

planning and executions of the programmes of extension services of the 

Department of Agricultural Extension (DAE) and other related development 

agencies. 

1.6 Assumptions 

An assumption is the supposition that an apparent fact or principle is true in 

the Light. of avaiLable evidence. (Goode, 1945). During formulating the 

present study. the researcher had the following assumptions in his mind. 

The respondents selected For the study were competent enough to 

reply the queries designed by the investigator. 

The responses furnished by the respondents were reliable and valid. 

They expressed the truth while passing their opinions and providing 

information and data. 

8 



iii) 	lnfortiation furnish by the respondents were representative of' the 

whole youth community of the study area. 

The researcher who acted as interviewer was we] I adjusted to the 

social and cultural environment of the study area. hence, the 

respondents furnished their correct opinions without any hesitation. 

That the environmental conditions of the rural youth were more or less 

sun i lar throughout the study area. 

The nature of participation activities gave a representative feature in 

the context of the other fanning communities of Bangladesh. 

1.7 Definition of Terms 

For clarify of understanding certain terms frequently used in the study are 

defined and interpreted as follows. 

Participation: Participation referred to the in 'o Ivernent of a rural Vouth in 

at))' development activities for the improvement of his own as well as his 

Family members. 

Age: The period of time in years from a rural youth's birth to the time of 

inL err iev. 

Education: Education of a youth referred to the grade up to which lie had 

read in educational institutions. 

Farm size: I-arm size referred to the land on which a farmer carried out his 

farming. business the area being estimated in terms of full benefit to the 

ía rm e rs. 
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Annual income: Annual income of respondent referred to the total earnings 

by hi in and the niem hers of his family both from agneul tural and other 

sources (business service etc.) during a year. It was expressed in taka. 

Training: it refers to the activities undertaken by different government, 

semi government and non-government organizations to improve the 

knowledge and skill of rural youth for doing a specific job. 

Training expenence: It was used to refer to the completion of' an activity by 

the youth which was offered by the government. semi-govt. or non-

government organization (5) 10 improve the Kf101CdC & skills of youth for 

better performing a job either agricultural or non-agricultural. 

c:osniopolitcness It is defined as the orientation of an individual external to Ins 

own social system. 

Organizational participation: Organizational participation refers to taking 

part in a formal or informal organization by a rural youth as ordinary 

titember. executive member or officer over a period of five years prior to 

data collection. 

c:oaniiitinication exposure: Communication exposure refers to the channels 

through various information is diffused among the rural youth who become 

informed about di Ilerent aspects of rural development activities. 

Family size: Family size of a youth family was defined as the number of' 

individuals in his family including himselic his vife, children and other 

dependent members. 

Rural youth: Rural youth was used to indicate the male and feniale individual 

living in the villages ofI3angladesh having the age category of 15-35 years. 

I () 



Rural development: The term rural development' indicates a quantitative growth 

in the rural social and economic areas, which ultimately should result in the 

process of' a qualitative change reflecting improvement in the condition of living 

of the rural people. This implies that rural development is a process to which both 

rural social and economic elements would jointly and/or individually contribute. 

In this study rural development is used to mean the real conscious raising, learning 

and economic progress of rural youth after intervention of Department of Youth 

Development training. 



CHAPTER II 
REVIEW OF LITERATURE 



CHAPTER 2 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

2.0 Introduction 

The present study was conducted to assess the participation of rural youth in 

rural development activities tinder Sarishabari upazi Ia of Jamalpur district. 

The purpose of this Chapter is to review the past studies and findings related 

to the present study. The reviews were conveniently presented based on the 

major objcctivcs of the study. Ihe researcher, therefore, made exhaustive 

effort to review the previous research works directly or indirectly related to 

the present study by different researcher in home and abroad. Literatures 

reviewed have presented below into two sections. In the Iirst section. deals 

with the participation of rural youth in rural development activities. The 

second section contained literatures concerning relationship of' the selected 

characteristics of the rural youth with their participation in rural development 

act iv i tics. 

2.1 Studies Related to Participation of rural youth in rural development 

Act i 'it es 

i'he Department of' Youth Development under the Ministry of Youth has been 

assigned with the responsibilities of transforming the unorganized and 

unproductive youth into in organized, disciplined and produetivc work forte. A 

12 



recetit survey of the Department of Youth Development revealed that a total ol 6. 

24,674 youth have been trained in different trades under the on goine and 

suspended proicets  from its inception up to June '97 fhr self-employment. Out of 

those trained youth nearly 60% could engage into self-employment project. Under 

the credit scheme on amount of TK.5677.8 I lacs was sanctioned to 76.385 

beneficiaries. The nionthly income of It successful self-employed youth ranged 

from 1K. 1,000 to TK.50.000. Other than these' many trained youth could enter 

into wage employment in different government and non-government organizations 

(Anonymous, 1997) 

Anwar (1994) in his study found that rural youths' participation was the highest in 

crop cultivation activities, second in poultry rearing, cattle and goat, and third in 

practices related to winter vegetable cultivation. But participation was 

comparatively much lower in community service activities. His study further 

revealed that interests of rural youths among the top live agricultural activities were 

the i) improved crop cultivation; ii) rearing of poultry, cattle and gout; and iii) 

improved winter vegetable cultivation ranking subsequently below. 

Savita ci al. (199$) reported that participation of rural women in agricultural 

activities was low except for dairy farming, bee keeping and rabbit farming. 

Along with their major role in household activities. rural women engage in 

different economic activities such as food processing (25%), needle work 

(25%), shawl wearing (10%), preparation of handicraft (1 5%) to supplement 

thmily income. The major constraints reported were - marketing problems, 

13 
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transport, procuring raw materials, lack of technical knowledge and no loan 

ticiI ities. 

Humpherv ci at (2001) stated that it participatory based, titrmcr-driven 

research approach was needcd, which was considered the thrmers priorities in 

all aspects of rural developmeni rather than just in agricultural development. 

A study of Anwar (1993) on "involving Youth in Extension Programme" revealed 

that involvement of rural youths in development projects has been sporadic and is 

not based on sound planning. He also found that efforts devoted to the Elirm youth 

by the extension services, using educational techniques, had a "ety fhvourahle and 

long range effect, on rural and agricultural development programmes. 

Khan (1983) reported that: i) more than 90 percent of the youth dwell in rural areas 

and constitute a substantial portion of the total work three engaged in agriculture 

and farm-related activities, ii) majority of the rural youth did not have the 

opportunity to develop (heir skills and had littLe access to educational Iheilitics, iii) 

the percent of unemployed youth with higher secondary education (HSC) and 

graduation stood at 58 and 32 percent respectively, He further found in a study in 

Rajshahi that: i) all youths participation in the labour force were males and the 

youth had a tendency to get anxious when they find themselves unemployed, ii) 

there existed a rural tradition of paying a lower wage to a youth under 20 years of 

age, iii) youths were the major job aspirants in the labour market. They began their 

active life as child labourers in family enterprises and the rate of hidden 

unemployment was higher among the rural youths. 
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Anwar (1972)111 his study found that over half of the youth had high interest in 

(uzricultural activities and majority of them were on collective agricultural projects. 

Versuluvs (195$) in Sri Lanka found that the parents took great pride in success of 

their children (for cultivation of crops) who got higher yield by adopting better 

seeds, methods and fertilizers. He further stated that youth programmes could be 

successfully extended to the rural areas provided it was done carellilly without 

antagonizing the older generation. 

2.2 Studies Concerning the Selected Characteristics 

2.2.1 Age 

Anwar (1994) in his study found that the age of' the rural youth had positive 

significant relationship with their participation in agrieuliural activities. But 

Shardar (1996) found in the study that age of rural youth was negatively 

related with their interest and participation in the cultivation of vegetables for 

income generation. Saha (1997) study revealed the similar findings. 

Parouquc and Anwar (1998) reported that age of the female rural youth had 

significant positive correlation with their participation in selected homestead 

agricultural activities & their participation in selected livestock activities. But 

All and Anwar (2000) did not find any relationship between the age of the 

male rural youth and their selected agricultural income generating activities. 

However, kahir (2002) and 1-loque (2002) found strong negative relationship 

between the age of the male and female rural youth and agricultural activities 
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in their respective study. But Rashid (2003) in his study found strong positive 

relationship between age and participation of school dropout tcenage rural 

'outh in selected agricultural activities. 

Scema (1986) revealed from her study that the nature of thrm activities 

participated by young women varied with age. Participation in sowing, 

harvesting and storage were dominated by women in the age of 25-40. 

Participation in irrigation and plant protection measures were confined to 

young women (below 25 years). 

2.2.2 Education 

Anwar and Kashem (1995) found that education of the rural youth had 

signi licant positive relationship with their participation in agricultural 

activities. Identical findings were found in the study of Shardar (1996) in 

which education of rural youth had positive significant relationship with their 

interest in vegetables cultivation. But FaroqtLe and Anwar (1999) Found 

significant negative relationship between education status of female rural 

youth and their participation in selected livestock related income-generating 

activities. 

Kabir (2002) found strong negative relationship between the education of 

nude Guru youth and their participation in agricultural activities while Rashid 

(2003) Ibund it positively related with participation of school dropout teenage 

rural youth in selected agricultural activities. 
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2.2.3 Farm size 

F1alim (1991) in his evaluation report on Farming System Research activities 

of' homestead coniponent mentioned that women of small farm family spent 

more time in agricultural activities as compared to medium and large farm 

family in Kazirshimla Site (upland), whereas in Naeogaori Site (low lying 

area), women of medium farm family spend more time in agricultural 

activities. 

But Anwar (1994) did not find any significant relationship between farm size 

of parents and participation of rural youth in agricultural activities. 

Anwar and Kashem (1995) reported that the farm size of parents of rural 

youth was the key factor in respect of the participation of the rural youth in 

income generating activities. 

Rashid (2003) found no relationship between family farm size and 

participation of school dropout teenage rural youth in agricultural activities. 

But. Hoque's (2002) study revealed that area of homestead of female rural 

youth had significant positive relationship with their willingness for selected 

agricultural activities in income earning. 

Kahir (2002) and Shaha (1997) did not [kid any relationship between participation 

ol rural youth in selected agricultural activities and their family farm size. 
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However. Islam (2001) found that farm size of parents of rural youth was 

negatively correlated with their interest in selectcd income earning vegetable 

cii Iti VatiOfl. 

2.2.4 Annual income 

Anwar (1994) and Pardeep et al. (1992) found significant negative 

relationships with the income of' the youth family and their problems in 

education and job opportunity. 

Anwar (1994) found that family income was not associated with the 

participation of rural youth in agricultural activities. 

Shardar (1996) in his study found that the family income of the youth parents 

was not signiflcantly related with the interest and participation of improved 

winter vegetables cultivation. 

Saha (1997) and Jamal (1996) found positive significant relationship 

between. Participation of the rural youth in agricultural activities, income 

carnino activities, and their preference towards the selected agricultural and 

non-agricultural activities. 

Kabir (2002) in his study did not find relationship of the participation in 

income earning agricultural activities of male Garo youth with their family 

income. 
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l-loque (2002) and Rashid (1999) also did not find any relationship between 

these two variables in their respective study. However. Islam (2001) and 

Ismail (2001) found nCgative relationship these two variables in their 

respective study. But Rashid (2003) found it positively related with 

participation of school dropout teenage rural youth in selected agriculiural 

ac Liv iti es. 

2.2.5 Training experience 

Anwar (1994) found in his study that the various training programmes were 

undertaken by various agencies for utilization of unemployed rural youth. 

The training was helpful to increase motivation and participation of rural 

youth in the development activities. 

Anwar (1986) in his study found that youth in Bangladesh constituied the 

lar(Yest sector of the population. Most of them lived in rural areas and were 

closely related to agriculture. They were not provided with guidance. 

counseling, education. vocation and training that many oF them needed. 

2.2.6 Cosrnopoliteness 

,knwar (1994) found that the cosmopoliteness of the rural youth in 

Mvmensingh was positively related with job opportunity problems. Saha 

(1997), Jamal (1996) had similar findings in their respective studies. 
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In connection with improved agricultural practices Rogers (1962) found that 

the innovative and carly adopters had nmch more cosmopoliteness than the 

late majority and laonards. It is to be noted that 	both innovators and early 

adopters are comparatively younger. Such findings were supported by the 

researches of Khan (1993), Hoque (1930), and Rahman (1973) also had 

siniilar findings. 

2.2.7 Organizational participation 

Saha (1997) and Sharder in their respective studies in Myrnensiugh and Sheraiganj 

found that the organizational participation of rural youth had significant positive 

relationship with their participation in agricultural and income earning activities. 

IChan (1993) Hossain (1991), Karim (1973) and Anwar (1972) found similar 

tnidituis. 

I lowever, Saha (1977) did not find any relationship between the 

organizationaL participation of the rural youth and their, problem 

confornation in employment opportunity. 

But khan (1993). Hossain (199[), Karim (1993) and Anwar (1972) in their 

sLudies on youth and farmers found that organizational participation had 

positive correlation with the adoption of new agricultural technology. 

2.2.8 Communication exposure 

Kaur (198$) found that extension contact and mass media mass media 

exposure had significant influence upon opinion, level knowledge and 

20 



adoption of selected practice by rural women. Gill and Shukla (1991) also 

observed the same. 

Karim (1993) concluded from it study that there was it significant difference 

in the agricultural knowledge of farmers in sugarcane cultivation based on 

their level of extension conuntinicalion. Higher the level of extension 

COMM unication of the fanner higher was the level of agricultural knowledge 

iii sugarcane cultivation. 

laroque (1997) in his study found that communication exposure of female 

rural youth had no significant relationship with their participation in 

homestead agricultural activities. But Faroque and Anwar (2001) found 

positive relationship between Communication exposure and participation of 

school dropout rural youth in selected agricultural and non-agricultural 

activities. 

2.2.9 Family Size 

Jamal (1996), Sardar (1996) found family size of rural youth had no 

relationship with their preference towards the selected agricultural activities 

and their winter vegetables cultivation respectively. This was supported by 

Islam (1993) in connection with family size of the farmers and their adoption 

in improved practices in potato cultivation. 

Sharclar (1996)   in this study found that the family size of the rural youth was 

not related with the interested and participation in the selected winter 

vegetable cultivation for income generation. 
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2.3 Conceptual Model of the Study 

Independent variables 
	

Dependent variables 

Selected characteristics of' the 

Rural Youths 

Age 

Education 

Farm size 

Annual iflCOIl)C 

Iraining exposure 

Cosmopoliteness 

Organizational 

participation 

Communication exposure 

Family size 

Participation of rural youth 
in rural development 
activities. 

Fig. 2.3 A Conceptual Framework Showing the I)ependent and 

Independent Variables. 
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CHAPTER III 

MATERIALS AND METHODS 



CHAPTER 3 

METHODOLOGY 

Methodology plays a vital role in any research work. A research work should be 

clone carefully. The researcher should collect valid and reliable information to 

arrive at correct decisions. The methods and procedures followed in conducting this 

study have been described in this chapter. 

3.1 Locale of the Study 

Sarishabari (Jpazila under Jamalpur District was purposely selected as the 

locale of this study. Sarishabari upazila consists of 8 unions namely; Satpoa, 

Kamrabad. Vatara, Mahadan, Pogaldigha, Doyaci, Aouna and Pigna. This 

upazila is situated in the eastern side of Jamuna river. 

Entire Sarishabari upazila is the locale of the study. A map of Jamalpur 

district and Sarishabari Upazila showing locale of the research appear in Fig. 

3.1. and 3.2, respectively. 
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3.2 Population and Sampling of the Study 

All the young had training from the Department of Youth Development was the 

population of the study. All the youths who obtained training during 2006-2008 

were ireated as sample of the study. During this period 80 youths obtained training. 

So. the sampling size of the population was 80. 

3.3 Data Collecting instrument 

A carefully designed interview schedule was used in collecting data to determine 

the participation of rural youth in rural development activities. For the purpose of 

data collection an interview schedule was prepared according to objectives of the 

study. Simple and direct questions were included in the schedule to collect the 

required information. Appropriate scales and measurement techniques were 

developed to ensure correct responses for the variables concerned. The schedule 

was prepared in Bengali and English version. The Bengali version of interview 

schedule was used to collect data. English version of interview schedule has been 

presented at Appendix-A. 

3.4 Collection of Data 

Data were collected by the researcher himself through personal interview schedule 

rum the youth of Sarishabari upazila. Before going to the respondents for 

interview they were informed earlier so that they could be available in their 

respective places. The interview was conducted with each respondent individually, 

while starting interview, the researcher took all possible care to esiziblish rapport 

with him so that they do not feel any hesitation. Wherever any respondent felt any 

difficulty in understanding any questions, the researcher took utmost care to 

explain and clarify them properly. 

In some cases the researcher in his !irst attempt failed to meet the respondents a their 

residence for interviews. In that case, the researcher attempted to contact them by 

repeating the visits. No serious difficulty was faced by the researcher in collecting data. 

Rallier he obtained excellent cooperation from the respondents, SAAO, U.A.O, local 

leaders. and local elites in various manners. Data were collected during 10 to 30 may, 

2008. 
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3.5 Compilation of data 

After completion of data collection all inten'icw schedules were compiled, coded. 

tabulated and analyzed according to the objectives of the study. All of the 

qualitati'c data were converted into quantitative form by Lssigning suitable code 

and score whenever needed. Local units were converted into standard unit scales. 

Indices and rank order were considered as the basis fbr data reduction and analysis. 

The responses to the questions in the interview schedules were transièrrcd to a 

master sheet to theilitate tabulation. Tabulation and cross tabulation were done on 

the basis of the categories developed by the investigator himself. 

3.6 Variables of the Study 

In a scienLilie research, the selection and measurement of' variables constitute 

an ililportant task. The hypothesis of a research, if constructed properly. 

contains at least two important elements namely, an independent variable and 

a dependent variable. An independent variable is that factor which is 

manipulated by the researcher in his attempt to ascertain its relationship to an 

observed phenomenon. 

A dependent variable is that factor which appears, disappears or varies as the 

researcher introduces, removes or varies the independent variables. The 

dependent variable is olien called criterion or predicted variables, where as 

independent variable is called the treatment experimental or antecedent 

variable (Dalen. 1977). 

The selection of independent variables required a very careful deliberation 

and comprehensive search. The relevant available literature, discussions with 

teachers, experts and research fellows in the relevant fleld and considering 

the time and resources available to the researcher were the primary basis for 

selecting the variables. The researcher selected nine characteristics of the 

rural youth as independent variables. The selected characteristics included 

age. education, litmily farm size, family annual income, training exposure. 

27 



cosmopoliteness, organizational participation, communication exposure, 

flunily size and rural development activities. 

3.7 Measurement of the Independent Variables 

Nine important characteristics of farmers were selected as independent 

variables of this stud'. Measurements of these variables are stated be10 

3.7.1 Age 

Age 01' a respondent rural youth referred to the period of Time (mm his hrth 

to the time of this interview. It was measured in terms of complete years on 

the basis of his responses to item no. 1.0 in the interview schedule 

(Appendix-A). 

3.7.2 Education 

Education of rural youth referred to the grades passed from formal 

educational institutions at the time of interview. It was expressed in scores. A 

score of one was assigned for each grade passed. For example, a score of live 

was given to a respondent when s/lie passed class (V) in a school and ten 

vlieri lie passed class X. Those who were illiterate were given a score of zero. 

However, if a respondent did not know how to read and wriie but could sign 

his name only, his/her education score was assigned 0.5. Scores were 

assigned on the basis of his/her response to item no.2.0 in the interview 

schedule (Appendix-A). 

3.7.3 Farm size 

Farm size on which family of the rural youth carried out farming operations 

during the period of study. Farm size was measured in terms of hcctares on 

the basis of his/her response to item no. 3.0 using the following formula. 

ES = A 1 ~ A2 A3 A.1 ± 
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Where. FS = Farm size 

A I -a  1-lomestead 

A2  Pond. 

= Garden 

A 4  - Own land tinder own cultivation 

A5  Land taken from others on share cropping 

= Land given to others on share cropping 

A-,= Land taken on lease 

3.7.4 Family Annual income 

The family annual income was measured on the basis of income from 

different sources such as agriculture and non-agriculture sectors .Ai first the 

yields of all the crops in the preceding year was recorded. Then all the yields 

were converted into cash income according to the prevailing market price. 

Secondly, earnings of each respondent from non-agriculture sector and other 

sources were also determined. Yearly earnings from farming and all other 

sources were added together to obtain total annual income of a respondent. A 

score of I was given for each '000' Taka. Data were obtained in response to 

item no. 04 of the interview schedule (Appendix-A). 

3.7.5 l'raining experience 

training experience of a respondent was measured on the basis of training 

received from different sources in response to item no. 05 in the interview 

schedule (Appendix-A). The score of a respondent was nieasured in terms of 

number of days for receiving iraining. For example, score one was assigned 

For one day training. 

3.7.6 Cosmopoliteness 

Cosmopoliteness of a respondent was measured in terms of his/her nature of visits 

to the ten difibrent places external to his own social system. The scale used for 

computing the cosmopoliteness score is presented below: 
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SI. Place of visit Nature of visit Score 
No. -  ass iayted 

never (0 tinies! month) 	 0 

rarely (I 4 times/ month) 

I Visit to other villages occasionally (5-8 times/ month) 	 2 

often (9- I 2 times! month) 	 3 

regularly (>12 times! month) 	 4 

never (0 t I nics/ month) 0 

rarely (1-3 ( iinesl month) 
visit 	to 	upazila 	sadar 	& 	- 
upazila agriculture office 	

occasionally (4-6 tnnesi month) 2 

often (7-9 times! month) 3 

regti lark' (>9 times/ month) 4 	 p  
never (0 times! month) 0 

rarely( 1-3 times/month) 
- 	isit to the other upazila & \' 

occasionally (4-6 ties! 	onth) m 	m 2  
others commercial center 

often (7-9 times! month)  3 

regularly (>9 times/ month) 4 

never (0 times! year) 	 0 

rarely (I times! year) 
Visit 	a'rieultural 	fair 	& 

4 	. 	. 	 occasionally (2 tiines/ year) 	 2 
exhibition 	 - 

often (3 t imes! year)  

regularlyj>3 times/year) 	 4 

never (0 times! year) 	 0 

rarely (1-2 limes! year) 

5 Visit own district town occasionally (3-4 times! year) 	 2 

often (5-6 times! year) 	 3 

regularly (>6 times/year) 	 4 

never (0 times! year) 	 0 

rarely (1-2 times! year) 
Visit 	capital 	& 	other 	bg 

6 
- 

occasionally (3-4 times! year) 	 2 
cities 

often (4-5 times/year) 	 3 

regularly (>5 times/year) 4 

never (0 times! year) 0 

rarely( I times.1  year) 

7 	Visit farm exhibition occasionally (2 times! year) 2 

often (3 times! year) 3 

rejaziv(>3 times! year) 4 

never (0 tinles! year) 	 0 

rarely (1-3 times! year) 

I S 	Join different meeting 	occasionally (4-5 times! year) 	 2 

often (6-8 times! year) 	 3 

regularly (>8times! year) 	4 - 

9 	visit to sporting clubs 	never (0 times month) 	 0 

rarely (I timesimonth) 

occasionally (2 times! month) 	 2 

ohien (3 times! month) 	 3 

regularly_(4_times!_month) 	 4 

'I 	see village games 	 never (0 times! month) 	 0 

0 	 rarely 	i times! month) 

occasionally (2 times! month) 	 2 

often (3 times! month) 	 L3  
regularly (4 times/month) 	 I 4 
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ftc cosinopoliteness score of a respondent was determined by adding together the 

scores obtained from Visit to each of the ten (10) types of places as shown in serial 

no. 6 in the interview schedule. The cosmopoliteness score of the respondents could 

rantze from 0 to 40, where, 0 indicating no cosmopoliteness and 40 indicating high 

cos inopol i teness. 

3.7.7 Organizational participation 

Organizational participation score of a respondent was computed on the basis 

of his participation in different organizations as shown in itcm no. 07 of the 

interview schedule (Appendix-A). Scores were assigned lbr participation ol a 

respondent in an organization in (he following manner: 

Nature of Participation Scores assigned 

No participation 0 

General member 

Executive member 2 

President/secretary 	 3 

Organizational participation score of respondent was obtained by adding his 

scores for participation in all the organizations. The score of organizational 

participation was ranged from 0-30. 
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3.7.8 Communication exposure 

The communication exposure of a respondent was measured by the total scores ol 

contact with various media on the basis of his extent of contact with 12 sctccted 

media. The extent of contact was determined against a four point scaie and scores 

were assigned for all 12 selected media in the following way: 

fl Nature of 	communication media 	 Scores 

media 	 Extent of communication 	 assigned 

Sub Assistant Agriculture Often 
Officer (SAAO) Occasionally 

Rarely 
Not at all 

Agriculture Extension Often 
Officer Occasionally 

Rarely 
Not at all 

Opinion leader Often 
Occasionally 

2 Rarely 

zn Not at all 

Input dealer Often 
Occasionally 
Rarely 

NGO worker Often 
Occasionally 
Rarely 
Not at all 

Result demonstration Often 
Occasionally 
Rarely - Not at all 

Group discussion Often 
Occasionally 
Rarely 
Not at all 

Group meeting 	 OJIcn 
Occasionally 
Rarely 
Not at all 
Often 
Occasionally 
Rarely 
Not at all 

Often 
Occasionally 
Rarely 
Not at all 

Ii 

2 

C) 

1 

0 
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Dully newspaper 

newspaper 

Ol'Lcn 
Occasionally 
Rarely 
Not at afl 

Often 
Occasionally 
Rarely 
Not at all 

Communication exposure score of a respondent was determined by adding his 

obtained scores for contact with all the media according to the above mentioned 

assigned score. Thus, the score of a respondent could range fiom 0 to 36. 0 

indicating no extension contact and 36 indicating very high communication 

exposure. The items related to communication exposure could be seen in the item 

no. $ (Appendix 1). 

3.7.9 Family size 

Family size of a youth family was measured on the basis of total numbcr of flimily 

members and assigned scored one for each member of the family as shown in (he 

item no. 9 (Appendix I). For example, if a respondent has 6 members in his family, 

then his family size score was 6. 

3.8 Measurement of Dependent Variable 

3.8.1 Extent of participation of rural youth in rural development 

activities 
Participation in rural development activities was the dependent variable of 

this study. Rural development activities were divided into four dimensions 

containing six activities each. Thus 24 rural development activities were 

identified. participation in rural development was measured by computing a 

"participation score" on the basis of a rural youth's degree of involvement to 

24 activities as reflected in item no. 10 of the interview schedule (Appendix- 
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A). The 24 activities belong to the dimension of family involvement, social 

involvement, economic activities and cultural & others activities. 

The participation in each of these 24 activities were measured by four 1)01111 

scale. The assigned score against nature of participation have been stated 

below: 

Nature of Participation 	Scores assigned 
Large participation 	 3 
Moderate participation 	 2 
I. ittl e participation 	 I 
No participation 	 0 

Each respondent was asked to indicate his/her extent of participation through 

any one of the above responses. \Veights for responses against all the 24 

activities of rural development of a youth was added together to obtain his 

participation score. This score could range from 0 io72; where zeio (0) 

indicated no participation in rural development activities and 72 indicated 

participation to the highest extent. 

Participation Index 

For clear understanding of participation of farmers, index for each item along 

with rank order was computed by using following formula: 

Participation Index (P1) 	111, x 3 + P x 2 P1  x 1 + P 	x 0 

Where, 

P1, = Number of respondents with high participation 

= Number of respondents with medium participation 

P1 	Number oirespondents with low participation 

P 1 	Number of respondents with no participation 

Participation Index (P1) related to rural youth development could range From 0 to 

240, 0 indicating no participation and 240 very high participation. Based on the 

participation indices, rank order was computed for each selected rural development 

activities. 
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3,9 Hypothesis of the Study 

Considerins the correlation analysis to examine the relationships between the 

nine independent and one dependent variable, one hypothesis was formulated 

in null form. The hypothesis was: 

There were no relationships between the nine selected characteristics oF the 

rural youth and their extent of participation on rural development activities. 

3.10 Data Processing and Statistical Treatment 

Qualitative data were converted into quanhilative data by appropnale scoring 

whenever necessary. Data obtained from the respondents were flrsi 

translerred to a master sheet. then compiled, tabulated and analyzed in 

accordance with the objectives of the study. 

Statistical measures such as number and percentage (%) distribution, range, 

mean and standard deviation were used in describing the dependent and 

independent variables. For clarity of understanding tables and graphs were 

used in presenting data. For exploring the relationship between the selected 

characteristics of the rural youth with their participation on rural development 

activities Pearson's Product Moment Co-eflieient of correlation (r) was used. 

Five percent (5%) level of probability was used as the basis for rejecting any 

null hypothesis. If the computed value of 'r" was equal to or greater than the 

table value of "r" at the designated level of probability for the relevant degree 

of freedom, the null hypothesis was rejected and it was concluded that there 

is it relationship between the concerned variables. When the computed value 

oF "r" for the relevant degrees of freedom was smaller than the Table Value at 

(5%) level of probability, the concerned null hypothesis could not he rejected 

and the researcher concluded that there is no relationship between the 

concerned variables. Co-efficient values significant at 5% level was indicated 

by one as terisL (*), at 1% level by two asterisks (**). 
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Table 4.1.0 
dcve1oppli 
r 

Rural development activities 
Categories (score) 

Classification of the respondents according to their rural 

Number 

Respondents 

Percent 
Mean I 

Standard 
de\ sdtlOfl 

CHAPTER 4 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

4.0 In trod Uction 
Purpose of this chapter, is to describe the findings of the present study. This 
Chapter describes the ii dings of one dependent variable, nine independent 
variables and their relationships. The lindings and discussions will he 
presente(I in the following three sectiOns. 

I) 	Participation of rural youth in rural development activities. 
ii) Selected characteristics of rural youth. 
ii) Relationship between the participation of rural youth in rural 

development activities and their selected characteristics. 

4.1 Extent of participation of rural youth in selected rural development 

activities 
'Ihe overall participation scores of the rural youth ranged from 3 to 37 against 
a possible range of 0 to 72 with an average being 14.85 and standard 
deviation 7.45. Data in Table 4.1.0 indicate that cxactiy 50 percent of the 
rural youth were in low participation category. However rest of the 50% had 

fliedililTi (38.8%) to high (11.2%) participation category. 

jw(njo 12)  	j 	40 	L_50  -J 

Medium (13-24 ) 	 31 	38.8 	14.85 

hi&i (above Z4 ) 	 9 	11.2  

7.15 

Score for participation of rural youth in rural development activities was 
obtained by adding his/her scores for participation in 24 items. Overall 
participation scores could range from 0 to 72. where 0 indicating no 
participation and 72 high participation. However, the participation scores 

ranged from 03 to 37 with an average of 14.85 and SI) 7.45. On the 

participation scores, the rural youth were classified into four categorics 
namely, no participation (0), low participation (1-12), medium participation 

(13-24) and high participation (above 24). 
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4.2. Comparative study of the activities arise participation index 
This section deals with the findings of the participation of rural youth on selected 
('our dimensions containing 24 rural development activities that shown in 'Fable 
4.2.0. 
Number distribution of rural youth according to their participation 01) 24 itetis 
related to rural development activities has been shown in 'Fable 4.2.0, along with 
frequency distribution on each item. Participation Index (P1) and the rank order of 
each item. 

Participation index (P1) of rural youth on twenty four (24) rural 
development activities ranged from 03-37. PAl of four items exceeded 100. 
1 [owcver. based on P1 the top five activities were: 
i. Inspire people to send their children to school (186)7  ii. Advise parents. relatives 
& neighbor to adopt IIYV (155), iii. Minimize local conflict (128). iv. Advise 
parents. relatives & neighbor to maintain soil fertility (102), v. Advise parents. 
relatives & neighbor about fertilizer management (92). P1 of 20 items were 
below 100. 

The item analysis of rural development activities reflects that excepting few 
activities the rural youth participation in rural development activities are poor in 
general and their participation becomes intensive in activities which are iitvorable 
to their r env irownent. 
Table 4.2.0 Participation of rural youth in rural development activities on 24 

items with participation index and rank order 

YoutbN =80 

Si. 	Participation in rural development Participation fank 

No 	 activities High Medium Low Np 	index (P1) orcor 

1. Inspire 	people 	to send 	their children 	to 33 40 7 	
1 	

0 186 1 
school 

2 	Advise 	parents, 	relatives & 	ncieltbor to 19 43 J 	12 	6 	155 	2 
adopt FIYV 

a. Minimize local conflict 	 2 	44 28 6 	128 3 

4. AUYjSC parents, relatives & neighbor to 	6 	32 
inaimain soil fertility 

20 22 	102 4 

Advise parents, relatives & neighbor abouti 	2 27 32 5. 19 	92 5 
In I izer management  

6. Poultiy laiti 1 24 34 21 	85 6 

7. Advise to prepare and use compost 1 10 37 32 	60 - 7 

Fishcries 2 19 	15 	44 	59 	8 
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9. 	$ Advise parents, reiatives & neighbor about 
I P\i. 1CM 

12 	26 	42 50 	y 

10. 	
f 

Stock-business 6 	8 	10 	56 	44 	10 

111. 	
Dafryliinn 0 	7 	20 	53 	34 U 

12 	Arrange 	football 	match 	[cricket 	match 	4 	6 	5 	65 
ioder local games 	 I  

29 12 

13. 	DistribuLion or reliel7k)an to the distressed 	1 
people 

4 17 	58 28 13 

14. 	Organizing youth club 2 9 2 67 26 	14 

15. lnvolvCmefl( whIt youth club 3 7 	2 68 	25 15 

16. Participation 	in 	irrigation 	water 
management 

o s 	12 	63 	22 	16 
-- 

17. Arrange national days 	 0 	5 9 	66 19 	17 

18. Arrange village fair 	 0 	1 15 64 17 	18 

g• shopkeeper o a 8 69 14 	19 

20. Job/service 1 4 2 73 	13 20 

21. Advise to adopt inter crop cultivation 0 2 	3 	75 	07 	21 

22 tpati0n 	in 	construction 	of 
ni itxu ka tent/dam 

0 0 	0 	80 0 	23 

 Participation in canal digging 0 0 	0 	80 0 	23 

 Arrange village theatre 0 0 	- 	0 	80 0 	- 	23 

4.3 Selected characteristics of rural youth 
This section describes the findings of the nine selected characteristics of rural 
youth in nine subsections. These subsections contain categories, percentage 
distribution, mean and standard deviation of the selected characteristics of 
rural youths. 
4.3.1 Age 
Age of the respondent rural youth ranged from 15-35 year with a mean of 

23.30 and standard deviation of 4.85. However, based on their age the rural 
youth were classified into two categories; early youth (15-25 years) and late 
youth (26 to 35 years). 
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Table 4.3.1: Classification of the respondents according to their age 
I 	Respondents 	 Standard 

Age cate9orles(years) i- 	 I 	 Mean 

	

Number I Percent 	J deVuittol) 

Early Youth( 15-25) 	55 	68.8 	
23.3 	4.85 

late Youth (26-35) 	25 	31.2 

The lindings in the table 4.3.1 indicate that the highest proportion (68.8 
percent) of the Farmeis fell into the early young aged group. Parucipation of 
rural youth in rural development activities has strong influence. The various 
agencies could consider this trend of youth age category and involve them in 
implementing rural development programmes. 

4.3.2 Education 
The education scores of the respondents ranged from 05-14, the average 
being 8.38 and standard deviation 1.48. On the basis of their education 
scores, the rural youths were classified into three categories namely: minor 
school education (05-8), high school education (9-10) and intermediate & 
above education. 
Table 4.3.2: Classification of the resnondents accordin2 to their education 

Lducation categories (Scale score) 
Respondents Standard 

Mcan 
deviation Number Percent 

Minor school education ( 5-8) 57 71.3 
8.38 	1.48 

3.7  
ftuh school education (9-10) 20 25 
Intermediate & above education 3 

The findings indicate that a large proportion (71.3 percent) of rural youths 
had only minor school education. 25 percent and only 3.7 percent had high 
school education and the intermediate & above level of education 
respectively (Table 4.3.2). Government has been emphasizing on mass 
literacy at the grass root levels, for a long time. This has caused a significant 
progress of level of literacy of the rural youth in general. To increase the 
participation of rural youth in rural development activities all agencies 
development programme must incorporate a literacy programme. 
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4.3.3 Family Farm size 
The farm size of the respondent family varied from (0.16-2.95) hectares with 
an average of 0.68 and standard deviation of 0.39. The respondents Were 
classified into three categories on the basis of their family farm size. These 
are marginal farmer (up to 0.50 ha), small Litrmer (0.51-1.50) and medium 
(1.5 1-2.95). 
lable 4.3.3: Classification of the rural youth accor(IIng to their family farm 
size 

Family Ijirm size categories (ha) 	ftespondeiits 	 Standard 0 	 ____ Mean 
deviation 

I ?umbcr 	Percent  

'ig mLl itrnier (up to 0.50 ha) 	I 	27 	I 	33.75 
Small farmer ( 0.51-1.50 ) 	52 	65 0.68 	0.39 
Medium fanner (1.51 -2.95) 	 I 	1 	1.25 

Analysis of data in the table 4.3.3 revealed that the Largest proportion (65 
percent) of' the farmers had small farm size ranged from 0.51-1.50 hector, 
while 33.75 percent had marginal farm size of 0.16-0.50 ha of [and. However 
about 1 .25% of rural youth family had medium family farm size of I .50-2.95 
ha of land. The various agencies must look at this situation before developing 
special type of deveLopment programmes. 

4.3.4 Family Annual income 
The score of annual income of the rural youth family varied from 34.90 to 454.1 
with the mean and standard deviation of 126.63 and 64.88 respectively. The 
respondents were categorized into Four namely; very low (up to 60). low (61-100) 
medium (101-150) and lugh income (15 t-sbove). 
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Table 4.3.4: Classification of (lie respondents according to their family annual 
ti CO III C 

annual income categories ('11<) Respondents 

Number 	Percent 
ivica n 

Standard 
dcv iat 101 

Very low income (up to 60) 	 9 	i 	11.3 

l.ow income (61-100) 	 I  23 

v1ediuniincome (101-150) 	.24  

	 L 
28.7 

	

126.63 	64.88 

I Iizh income (151- above) 	 24 

Analysis of data revealed that the rural youth families of the study area were 
poor in general because (70 percent) of them had low 10 medium income 
throughout the year (Table 4.3.4). New avenues of income could not be 
provided for the farmers of our country. it is observed that traditional farming 
will not be sufficient to raise income. 1-lowever new income avenues could be 
identified and utilized through youth development training. 

4.3.5 l'raining experience 
The training exposure score of the rural youth ranged from 05-15 with an 
average of 11.26 and standard deviation. 2.57. The rural youths were 
classified into two categories on the basis of their training experience scores 
such as "low training experience" (up to 10), and "medium training 

experience" (11-15) which has been presented in table 4.3.5. 

Table 4.3.5: Classification of the respondents according to their training 

exposure 

lraining exposure 
categories( day) 

I .ow training exposure (tip to 10) 

Medium training exposure (11-1  

Number I Percent 

46 	57.5 

34 	42.5 

Standard 
Mean deviation 

11.26 	2.57j 

flie Table 4.3.5 shows that the highest proportiOn (57.5 percent) of' the rural 
>'outh had low training experience. Training exposure would be an important 

lictor for the skill development of the youth. But no such training programme 
exists in the study area. The overwhelming proportions of rural youths do not 
get opportiLnity to have effective training on modern income generation 

practices. In future everyone should emphasize for training 10 the youth on 

tlevelopnieiit activities. 
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4.3.6 Cosmopoliteness 
Coinopoliteness scores of the rural youth iii the study area ranged from 03-33. 
the expected range being 0-40, the average was 12.64 and standard deviation 
6.59. Based on the scores the rural youths were classified into three 
cate2ories, namely low cosmopotiteness (up to 10), medium cosniopoliteness 
(11-20) and high cosmopoliteness (21-33) which have been presented in table 
4.3.6. 
Table 4.3.6: Classification of the respondents according to their 

COS 11101)01 tu ess 

Cosrnopohitness categories 	I 	Respondents 	
I 	 Standard 

Mean 
(score) 	 Number 	Percent 	

deviation 

Low cosnipoliteness (up to 10) 	38 	47.5 	- 

Medium cosmopotiteness (11-20) 	30 	37.5 	12.64 	6.59 

I-I ighi cosmopoliteness(>20) 	I - 	12  

Data contained in the table 4.3.6 show that every rural youth of the study area 
had more or less cosmopoliteness quality. Near about 50% of the rural youth 

had low cosmopoliteness, but more than hail of the respondent had medium 
(37.5%) to high (15%) cosmopohiteness quality. Cosmopoliteness quality of 
the rural outh could be utilized for rural development activities. 

4.3.7 Organizational participation 
Organizational participation scores of the youth ranged from 0 to 12 against 

the possjble range of 0 10 30 with an average of 1.35 and standard deviation. 

2.16. Based on these scores, iFe youth were classified into three categories 
namely, "no participation" (0). "very low participation" (1-5), and "low 

participation (6-1 2). 

Table 4.3.7: Classification of the respondents according to their organizational 

participation  

organizational Participation 	Respondents 	 Standard 

	

Categories (Score) 	I Number I Percent 	
Mean 	

deviation 

Noparticipation 	 39 	48.8 

Very lowpanic pation(1-5) 	 36 	45 	1.35 	2.16 

	

'Low participation (6-12) 	 05 6.2  

Data in the table 4.3.7 show that an overwhelming majority i.e. more than 
ii inc-tenth ol the ruralouth had no organ t7.atiOnal part icipa Lion (48.8%) Or 

very low organizational participation (45%). whereas only 6.2% of rural 
youth had low organizational participation. Compared to cosmopohiteness 
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qual i iv of the rural youth the findings of their organizational participation is 
distinctly contradictory. It is expecied that more the cosmopolite more the 
organizational participation. Participation in any organization brings an 
ndivjduaI in contraci with others where rural youth can exchange ideas. 

experience and information with other people. It also helps him to know the 
modern crop cultivation practices and other new idea for development. 

4.3.8 Communication exposure 

Conilfluiiicattoi) exposure score of the respondents could range from 0-36, 0 
indicating no Communication exposure and 36 indicating high 
Communication exposure. The Communication exposure score 01 tIle 
respondents ranged l'rorn 00-25. The mean value and standard deviation were 
9.35 and 5.63 respectively. The respondents were ctassificd intO 3 categories 
on the basis of their Communication exposure scores which have been 
presenied in the tab]e 4.3.8. 

Table 4.3.8: Classification of the respondents according to their 
communication exposure 

F mmunication exposure 
categories (Score) 

Low communication (up to 8) 
Medium communicatIon (9-16) 
I F!2h communication (above 16 

Respondents 	
Mean 

F Stanthttd 

Number 	Percent 	 deviation 

	

41 	51
29 	

.3 	 - - 

	

36.2 	9.35 	5.63 

	

10 	12.5 

Data presented in table 4.3.8 indicate that more than half of the rural youth ibli into 
low Communication exposure category. While a few numbers (12.5 percent) fell 

tinder the high Communication exposure category and 36.2 percent fell in medium 
communication exposure category. This means that the rural youths have 
inadequate Communication exposure towards various information sources, which 
keep them unknowledgeable or poorly knowledgeable about improved 
development activities. 

a I.e 
iti. 
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4.3.9 Family Size 
The number of family members of the rural youth ranged from 3 to 7 and the mean 
was 5.03 with a standard deviation 1.11 and. On the basis of their family size the 
rural youth were classified into three categories and presented in Table 4.3.9. 

Table 4.3.9: Classification of the respondents according to their Family size 

	

Family size catezories 	Respondents 	 I 	Standard 
___________ 	 Mcmi 

(Number) 	Number 	Percent 	
deviation 

Small_thmily (3-4) 	 31 	38.8 

Medium Ibmily (5-6 ) 	1 	38 	47.5 	5.03 	 1.11 

	

ELtrQc timilv (above 6 ) 	11 	13.7 

Data furnished in table 4.3.9 show that the highest proportion (47.5 percent) of the 
rural youth had their medium families not exceeding 6 members. white 38.8 percent 

of the respondent had small Families consisting of 3 to 4 members. Only 13.7 
percent had large family. Thus, more than 86 percent of the respondent had either 
small or medium families. So, they have every chance to involve in the rural 

development activities. 

4.3 Relationship between Independent variables and participation in 

rural development activities by the rural youth 
This piece of research included nine independcni and one dependent variables. The 
computed values of co-efficient of correlation (r) have been presented in Table 4.4 
showing the relationship between independent and dependent variables. The 
correlation matrix has also been presented in Appendix-B. 
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i'able 4.4 Results of correlations between independent and dependent 
variables (N = 80) 

Independent variables 
Participation 	of rural 	youth 	in 	rural 
development activities 

-0.0082 
Education 0.0236 >' 
Family farm size 0.3433 ** 

Faini K annual income 0.1704 
fraimngexpericnee -0.0237 NS  

Cosmopohtencss 0.7932 ** 
p1ganizational participation 0.6395 
Communication exposure 0.8189 * 

06 Ns 

** = Correlation is significant at the 1% (0.01) level of probability = 0.29 I 
* 	Correlation is significant at the 5% (0.05) level of probability = 0.217 
NS 	Not significant 

4.4.1 Age of the rural youth and theirparticipation in rural development 

activities 

1\e of the rural youth had non signi [leant negative relationship with their 
participation in rural development activities. The computed r value (-0.0082) 
was much less than that of the table value (0.217) at 5% level of probability 
with 78 df. Hence, the null hypothesis in this respect could not be rejected. 

[he causal picture of a rural family varies little with another one. With about 
6 family members, less resources, less cash in hand. parents face a hard 
struggle especially when the younger members of their family demand food, 
shelter, clothing, education and eniployment. Irrespective of the age of the 
rural youth their participation in rural development activities is perhaps alike. 
lhr participation of rural youth in rural development activities some agencies 
should develop programmes to encourage the rural youth in the rural areas. 

FIasecl on the above findings the researcher concluded that there is no 
significant relationship between age of the rural youth and their participation 
iii rural development activities. That is age has no influence in participation 
of rural development activities. 

4.4.2 Education of the rural youth and their participation in rural 

development activities 

Education of rural youth had non significant relationship with their 
participation in rural development activities. The computed 'r value (0.0236 
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NS) was much less than that of the table value (0.217) at 5% level of 
probability. Hence, the null hypothesis in this respect could not be rejected. 

In the rural areas high educated youth get involved to a less extent in rural 
development activities. With increased level of' education. rural youth might 
leave the community for other places for higher education or seeking job. On 
the other hand, low educated youth would less likeN to leave their 
community for other places. Hence they would continue traditional 
agriculwraL activities. That is education of rural youth has no significant 
relationship with their participation in rural development activities. 
Based on the above findings the null hypothesis could not be rejected and 
hence the education of rural youth is mostly minor school education or high 
school education. These characteristics had no signiFicant influence with their 
participation in rural development activities. 
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4.4.3 Family farm size of the youth and the their participation in rural 
development activities 

larin S1ZC of the youth had strong significant positive relationship with their 
participation in rural development activities. The computed 'r value (0.3433") was 
much higher than that of the table value (0.291) at l% level of probability with 7$ 
cit. 1-lence, the null hypothesis in this respect was rejected. 

l3ascd on the above findings the null hypothesis was rejected and hence the 
lirm size of the youth has apositive significant relationship with 
participation in rural development activities. This implies that youth with large 
larm size were more likely to participate in rural development activities. Initially 
they have chance to involve in the family development activities later Lhcy could 
parucipate in rural development activities. 

4.4.4 Family annual income of the rural youth and their participation in 
rural development activities 

Annual income of the rural youth had no significant positive relationship with their 
participation in rural development activities. The computed 'V value (0.1704 N)  was 

below than that of the table value (0.217) at 5% level of probability with 78 dl'. 

I lence, the null hypoil esis could not reject. 

Rural youth belong to families having good annual income are in better 
positioil to undertake a business or entrepreneurship when they discontinue 
schooling. Bitt parents have to invest money for farming activities and for the 
maintenance of their families. Hence, these families having more cash can 
explore further income earning planning. Other hand rural youth from poorer 
lami tics have no economic hacking to undertake income earning works. Thus. 
Iiinily income had no relationship with rural development activities. 

Although the relationship was insignificant, there was a positive trend in it 
vh ich means higher income in the family leads to participation iii rural 
development activities. 

4.4.5 Training exposure of the rural youth and their participation in 
rural development activities 
Training experience of the rural youth had no significant relationship with 
their participation in rural development activities. The computed 'r' value (-

0.0237 "s) was less than that of the table value (0.217) at 5010 (0.05) level of' 

probability with 78 dl. Hence, the null hypothesis in this respect could not he 

rejected. 

Training is one of the most important components of cognitive development 
activities among youth in rural areas. Training in rural development had 
increased knowledge of the youth. But the rural youth had not received any 
training and there is not enough training institution in the rural areas. So. 
training had no relationship with the participation in rural development 

activities. 
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Based on the findings the null hypothesis could not be rcjcctcd which implied 
that the trai a ma experience of the rural youth not 11111 tICflCC them to 

participate in rural development activities. 

4.4.6 Cosmopoliteness and their participation in rural development 

activities 
Cosmopolitcncss of the rural youth had highly significant positive relationship with 
their participation in rural development activities. The computed r' value (0.7932 

was much more than that of the table value (0.2)7) at 5% (0.05) level of 
probability with 78 di 1-lence, the null hypothesis in this respect could be 

rejected. 

Rural youth had a trend to move everywhere. They wcnt to upazila. district and 
capital for their various purposes. The communication facility is very good in the 
study area. Youth programmes and activities would obviously render 
cosniopoliteness to rural youth which would be very helpful to develop their 
practical out look and be innovative in rtiral development activities. 
Based on the above findings the null hypothesis waS rejected and hence the 
cosmopoliteness of the youth has a positive significant relationship with 
participation in rural development activities. This implies that youth with high 
cosmopoliteness were more likely to participate in rural development activities. 

4.4.7 Organizational Participation of the rural youth and their 
participation in rural development activities 
Organizational participation of the rural youth had sign i 1'icant posit i • c 
relationship with their participation in rural development activities. The 

coinpitted 'r' value (0.6395 **) was much higher than that of the table value 

(0.291) at I % level of probability with 78 di. Hence, the null hypothesis in 
tIlls respect also rejecled. i.e. the relationship was statistically significant. 

()ruanizational participation makes the rural youth active. exposed to various 
useful activities and inspires them to undertake useful projects. Besides. this 
attribute makes rural youth aware of the social. political, professional and 
rural development activities. Thus, rural youth had more organizational 
participation were likely to have more participation in rural development 

activities. 

The positive sianiiieant relationship between the variables in rural 
development activities bears consistency in the lindings. Based on the above 
findings it may be concluded that higher organizational involvement leads to 
the rural youth participation in rural development activities. 
4.4.8 Communication exposure of the rural youth and their participation in 

rural development activities 
Communication exposure of the rural youth had highly significant positive 
relationship with their participation in rural development activities. The computed 

value (0.8189 **) was much more than that of the table value (0.291) at 1% 
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(0.01 ) level of probability with 78 df. Hence, the null hypothesis in this 
respect was rejected. 

l3asccl on the above findin2s the null hypothesis was rejected and hence the 
communication exposure of the youth has a positive significant relationship with 
participation in rural development activities. This implies that youth with high 
communication exposure \vcre more likely to participate in rural development 

LICtIVIIICS. 

4.4.9 Family size of the rural youth and their participation in rural 

development activities 
lami!y size of the rural youth had no signiheant relationship with their 
participation in rural development activities. The computed 'r' value (0.0966 

was below than that of the table value (0.217) at 5% level of probability 
with 78 df. Hence, the null hypothesis was not rejected. 

A bigger family size in the rural community has advantage as they have 
manpower for various activities. But might become burden when most of 
their younger members remain unemployed or underemployed. Youth 
Development Department must launch youth programmes to effectively use 
hesc younger members of the rural communities to make them sell-employed 

and messengers of new technology by organizing youth in rural development 

activities. 

Although the relationship was insignifleant, there was a positive trend in it 
which means large family size leads to participation in rural development 

activities. 
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CHAPTER V 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSION 
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CHAPTER 5 

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS, CONCLUSION 
AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

5.1 Summary of Findings 
The youth in Bangladesh have constituted a great force in effecting 
progressive, social and political change. With their creativity, dynamism and 
urge for the achievement of better life goals, they still continue to foim an 
enonnous resource for national development. They are fitcing many kinds of 
problems such as unemployment, poverty, frustration, etc. and sometimes they 
feel themselves unwanted in the society. This situation is aggravating day by 
ilay. So. if is high time for the nation to provide youth programme which is 
essential to improve this condition. But there is hardly seen any organization 
who consider the rural youth as a potential client group. Extension agencies 
and NUOs working in Bangladesh can bring the rural youth into development 
activities. The rural youth can involve themselves in agneultural activities and 
rural development activities in various dimensions. Keeping this point in mind 
the researcher felt a keen tlurst for conducting an investigation on 
part icipat ion of rural youth in rural development activities. 

5.1.1 Findings related to participation of farmers on selected modern 
agricultural activities 

Participation index (P1) of rural youth on twenty four 24) rural 
development activities ranged from 03-37. Pt of four items exceeded 100. 
However, based on PAl the top five activities svere: 
i. Inspire people to send their children to school (186). ii. Advise parents, 
relatives & neighbor to adopt I-IYV (155), iii. Minimize local conflict (122). iv. 
Advise parents, relatives & neighbor to maintain soil fertility (102). V Advise 
parents. relatives & neighbor about fertilizer management (92). P1 of 20 items 
were below IOU. 
l'hc item analysis of rural development activities reflects that excepting 
l'ew activities the rural youth participation in rural development activities 
are poor in general and their participation becomes intensive in act i viii Cs 

which are thvorable to their environment. 

5.1.2 Findings related to selected characteristics of the farmers 
Nine characteristics of' the rural youth were selected for the study. Findings in 
respect of the selected characteristics are summarized below: 
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The highest proportion (68.8 percent) of the farmers fell in the early young 
aged. In the participation of rural youth in rural development activities, 
youth have strong influence. The various agencies could consider this trend 
of' age category' and involve them in implementing rural development 
programmes. 
The ii id I ngs indicate that a large proportion (71.1 percent) of rural youth 
had univ minor school. 25 percent fell in high school education and only 3.7 
percent in the intermediate & above level of education. Government has 
been emphasizing on mass literacy at the grass root levels, for a tone time. 
This has caused a significant progress of level of literacy of the rural youth 
in general. To increase the participation of rural youth in rural development 
activities all agencies development programme must incorporate with a 
literacy program inc. 

The largest proportion (68.8 percent) of the farmers had small farm size. While 7.5 
percent had marginal and 31.2 percent medium titrrn size. The development 
agencies must look at this situation before developing special type of rural 
development programmes. 
[he youth were poor in general because 70 percent of them had low to 
in cdi tim income throughout the 'ear. New avenues of income could not be 
provided for the youth farm family of our country. But for developing new 
income avenues. traditional farming will not be sufficient to raise income. 
The highest proportion (57.5 percent) of the rural youth had low training 
experience. lraining exposure would be an important factor for the youth to 
develop their skills. But there is hardly any special type of programme in existence 
it, tile rural areas. The overwhelming proportion of rural youth does not get 
opportunity to have effective training on modern practices. In future everyone 
shoutd emphasize for training to the youth on development activities. Near about 
50% had low eosmopoliteness. 37.5% had medium cosmopoliteness and 15% had 
high cosmopoliteness. The highest proportion (48.8 percent) of the farmers had no 
organizational participation followed by (45 percent) Low organizational 
participation. Par icipation in any organization brings an individual in contract 
with others where rural youth can exchange ideas, experience and information 
with oilier peopte. It also hetps him to know the modern Cr01) cultivation practices 
and other new idea for development. About half respondents fell in the low 
Communication exposure category. While a few numbers (12.5 percent) fell 
under the high Communication exposure category and 36.2 percent fell in 
medium communication exposure category. This means that the rural youths 
have inadequate Communication exposure towards various information 
sources. which keep them unknowledgeable or poorly knowledgeable about 
improved development activities. The highest proportion (47.5 percent) of 
the respondent had their medium families not exceeding 6 members, while 

38.8 percent of the respondent had small families consisting of 3 to 4 
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members. Only 13.7 percent had large family. Thus, more than So percent of 
the respondent had either small or medium families. 
5.1.4 Relationship between the dependent and independent variables 
Correlation analyses between dependent and independent variables reveated 
that four were statistically positively significant. Four (4) independent 
variables namely: Family farm size. Cosmopoliteness, Organizational 
participation and Communication CXOSUFC had strong positive relationship with 
the participation of rural youth in rural development activities. Education. 
family annual income and family size had positively insignificant and age and 
Training experience had negatively insigniticant relationship with the 
participation of rural youth in rural development activities. 

5.2 Conclusion 
Based on the findings of the study and its logical interpretation the following 
conclusions have been drawn: 

The findings in respect of rural youth participation in rural development 
activities indicate that first hall of the rural youths belonged to the low 
participation category while the next half belong to medium to high 
participation category. Observing the trend of participation, it may be 
concluded that all the rural youth had low or medium positive attitude 
towards participation in rural development activities. 
More than 68 percent of the rural youth were early youth aged and only 
31 .2 percent were late youth aged. The age of the rural youth had no 
significant relationship with their participation in rural development 
activities. Therefore, it may be concltided that there is no need to give 
special attention in any particular age group for the rural development 
activities. 
Data showed that 96.3 percent of' the rural youth had either high school-
education or minor-school education. But the rest 3.7 percent had 
education upto secondary education or above level education. Education of 
the youth had no signi licant relationship with their participation in rural 
development activities. Hence, education of the rural youth had no 
influence in rural development activities. In fact, without going to school 
rural youths have education through observation, experience, training and the 
like. In this regard whether one has school education or not there in is no 
burden to participation rural development activities. 
According to the findings from the family farm size it was observed that oii an 
average every rural youth Itmit had 0.68 hectare of land which is equivalent 
to 2 bigha. More than two-third of the rural youth ramily had small thrm size. 
There Was a positive significant relationship between farm size of rural youth 
and their participation in rural development activities. That means more the 
lanli size more the participation in rural development activities. And the rural 
youth have high chance to involve with the family development activities 
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including economic and cultural activities. Therefore, it may be concluded that 
farm size play a vital role in case of participation in rural development 

zieilvitieS. 
Annual income of the youth family showed no significant relationship with 
their participation in rural development activities. Considering the facts it 

may be concluded that development programme for giving management 
advice for increasing farm income to youth family. Therefore. it may be 

concluded that with increased annual income of the respondents there 

would have corresponding increase in the participation in rural 

development activities. 
M1jOriLV of tl respondents had low training experience. The relationship 

was statistically non-significant with their participation in rural 
development activities. It may be concluded that although training had no 

relation with in the specific field will encourage to participate in that kind 

of activities. 
Most of the rural youth had low to medium cosmopolitencss and had 

significant positive relationship with their participation in rural 
development activities. This means that the youth with more 
cosmopol iteness are expected to have more participation in rural 
development activities. It may therefore, be concluded that participation of 
the rural youth in rural development activities will increase, it' the youth 

cosniopol iteness could be enhanced through various development 

activities. 
S. Participation in organization provides opporttmnities for an individual to 

acquire new knowledge and skills, develops ability to work with other in 
cooperation and coordination. In this study significant relationship has 
been observed between organizational participation and their participation 

in rural development activities. Based on the findings it may be concluded 
that organizational participation increase knowledge of rural youths and 

develop self urge and motivation to participate rural development 
activities. Same development works like erection of dam, small bridge, 

etilverl, irrigation channels, mosquito eradication etc. can be done through 

organizational participation. 
9. There was significant relationship between communication exposures of 

the rural youth with their participation in rural development activities, it is 
evident ftom the fact that about 87.5 percent of the rural youth had low to 
medium communication exposure. It may thus be concluded that contact 

with communication sources could increase participation in rural 
development activities to the youth which could increase rural 

development. 
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5.3 Recommendation 
Based on the findings and conclusion of the study the following recommendations 
were put forward: 
I - Rural youth participate mostly in rural development activities. Hence. it is 

recommended that the Department of Agricultural Extension (DAlI), 
Directorate of Livestock Services (DLS), Directorate of Fisheries (DOE). 
Directorate of Forestry (DF'), Department of Public Health and 
Engineering, Department of Youth Development should urgently organize 
special type of' rural development programme to teach the rural youth 
about various rural development activities and other related skills to enable 
the participate in rural development activities. 
Considering the top five rural development activities, it is recommended 
that Department of Youth Development should give emphasis on those 
activities such as: inspire people to send their children to school. advice 
people to adopt 1-IYV, minimize local conflict, advice to maintain soil 
lerti lit)'. fertilizer management. 
Fami I)' farm size, cosmopolitcness, organizational participation and 
communication exposttre had positive significant relationship with their 
parneipation in rural development activities. On the other hand there were 
no relationship of age, education, family annual income, training 
experience and family size of rural youth were observed with their 

part ieipat ion in rural development activities.. It is recommended that 
Department of Youth Development and various agencies should arrange 
training programmes related to modern rural development practices to 
increase their knowledge and skills 01) different aspects of rural 

development activities. 
A holistic approach must be worked out for a long term plan with a 
flexibil it)' to involve development programme for the whole youth 
C 0111 III UI) it i CS. 

Majority of the rural youths in the study area had low to medium 
communication exposure to various source of information. it is an 
established fact that the communication exposure is helptul to improve the 
knowledge and level of understanding of the rural youths on various 
aspects of rural development activities. Therefore, it may be recommended 
that, the various agencies of the (10 and the NOOs should maintain the 

opportunity. so  that the majority of the rural youths would get better 
exposure to various conlinunication sources and consequently be involved 

in rural development activities. 
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5.3.2 Recommendation for further study 
The present study was conducted in Sarishahari Upazila of Jamalpur 
district. It is recommended that similar studies should be conducted in the 
other areas of Bangladesh. 
The present study investigated the effects of 9 characteristics of the rural 
youth oii their participation in rural development activities. But there are 
many other characteristics of the rural youth which may influence their 
participation in rural development activities. Hence, it is recommended 
that further study should be conduced involving other unexplored 
characteristics of the rural youth. 
It is required to further investigate the aspects such as, preference. needs, 
interest, cropping experience, perception, opinion, self-confidence and 
adoption of agricultural and non-agricultural activities. 
This study was conducted with the male and female youth. Similar study 
maY 

 
be conducted with the only male or female group in other areas. 

In the present study, only participation in selected rural development 
activities was studied but many others of those activities was not 
considered. Further study should consider those activities. 
Moreover, findings indicate that age, education, family annual income, 
training experience and family size of rural youth had no significant 
relationship with the selected rural development activities. In this 
connection, further verification is necessary to verify significant 
relation sh i s- 
Participation rural development activities by the rural youth may be 
determined by using other ways and methods which may be used in 
conducting further research. 

55 



REFERENCES 



BIBLIOGRAPHY 

Abdutlah. T. 1983. Report on 1-lorne Based Agricultural Production in Rural 

Bangladesh. The Ford Foundation. 

All. M.A. and A.B.M.N. Anwar. 2000. Anticipated Problem Confrontation of the 

Unemployed Rural Youth for Undertaking Selected Agricultural Income 

Generating Activities for Employment. Bangladesh .Journal of Extension 

Ethical/on. Vol. 11 and 12(1 & 14 pp. 61-68. 

All, S.H.J. 1984. Women in Agriculture and Development in Bangladesh. 

Administrative Science Review, 10 (3): 79-94. 

Anonymous. 1997. Report of the National Vorkshop on the Role, Contribution 

and Participation of Women in Agriculture and Rural Development in 

Bangladesh, Dhaka, 26-27 November, 1997. 95 p. 

Anwar, A.B.M.N and M.A. Kashem. 1995. Practices of Rural Youth in Selected 

Lncome Generating Activities. Bangladesh Journal of Agnculwral 

Sc/ence,22 (1): 135-192. 

Anwar, A.B.M.N. 1972. Opinion of Adults and Youth for Organization of Youth 

Club in tow Selected Villages of South Mymensingh. An At.Sc. (Agril Lxiii. 

Edit) Thesis, Department of Agricultural Extension and Teacher's Training. 

BAtJ. Mymensingh. 

Anwar, A.B.M.N. 1993- Rural Youth Extension Programme: An Urgent Need in 

Bangladesh. Bangladesh Journal oJ'Exsension Education, (12): 79-89. 

56 



Anwar, A.B.M.N. 1994. Study for Involving Rural Youth Activities in Three 

Selected Village of Mymensingh District. Ph.D. Thesis, c'Agrit Exm. !Cthu 

Department of Agricultural Extension Education. Bangladesh Agricultural 

University, Myniensingh. 

Anwar, R.M. 1986. Study on Women in Agriculture. Paper Presented at the 

\Vorkshop on \Vomen in Agriculture, Comilla. Bangladesh Academy for 

Rural Development, 24-25 March. 

BBS. 2007. Statistical Yearbook of Bangladesh. Bureau of Statistic. Statistic 

Division, Ministry of Planning, Government of People's Republic of 

Bangladesh. Dhaka. 

I3RAC. 1996. Bangladesh Rural Advancement Committee. Rural Advancement 

Programme (RDP) IV Project Proposal for 1996-2000. Dhaka: Bangladesh 

Rural Advancement Committee. 

Dalen. V. Deobold. 1977. Understanding Educational Research. Third Edition. 

New York: McGrav-J-Iill Book Company, Inc. 

l:aroque. M.G. 1997. Participation of Female Rural Youth in selected homestead 

Activities in tow Selected villages of Bhaluaka Thana under Myniensingli 

District .MS. Thesis, (4 grit Exin. Edu,? Department of Agricultural 

Extension Education, Bangladesh Agricultural University, Mymensingh. 

l:arotlue. M.G. and A.B.M.N. Anwar, 1999. Participation of Female Rural Youth 

in Selected Livestock Related Income generating Activities. Bangladesh 

Journal ofAgril. Sc. Vol. 28(1-2): 133-139. 

l:aroque. M.G. and A.B.M.N. Anvar, 1998. Preference of Female Rural Youth for 

Selected Activities in Self-employment. Bangladesh Journal of Training 

and Development. Vol. 11(1 & 2): 9-14. 

57 



Goode. W.J. and P.K. Han. 1952 Method of Social Research. New York: 

McGraw-iIiIl Book Company. Inc. 

Haunt A. 1991. Study on Sectoral Contribution at Income Generation from 

Homestead Area. An Evaluation Report on BAU-FSRDP Activities. 

Hoquc, F. 2002. Villingness of Female Rural Youth from small and landless 

(hinilies for selected income Earning Agricultural Activities in Fakirakanda 

of Myinensingh District. MS. Thesis, ('igrit Extn. Edit). Department of 

Agricultural Extension Rducation. Bangladesh Agricultural University, 

Mymensingh. 

Hossain. S.M.A. and B.R. Crouch. 1995. Patterns and Determinants of Adoption 

Farm Practices: Sonic Evidence form Bangladesh. Agricultural Systems, 38 

(1): 1-tS. 

Humphrey. 13., R.M. Bourke; M.G. Allen and J.G. Salisbury. 2001. Evolution 

of Strategies in Sustainable Agriculture Research and Development in 

PNG. Food_Sccurity_tbr_Papua-NeW-GtiiflCa (PNG)-Proceeding-Oithe-

PZIpua_NC\v_GiW)Ca_Fo0d_a3ld_NUtfltbo200-Co? PNG - University - 

oE_leclmology._Lac,_Pubfla_NeWGUhi 26-30-June-2000. 373379. 

Islam. M.M. 1993. Comparative Analysis of' Knowledge. Attitude and Practices 

between Contact and Non-contact Farmers. Unpublished An A'I.Sc. (A grit 

bin. Edit) 'thesis. Department of Agricultural Extension and Teacher's 

Trainin° BAt], Myniensingh. 

Islam. S. 2001, interest of the landless Rural Youth in Income Earning Vegetable 

Cultivation. In two selected villages under Myn1ensingh Sadar ttpazila. 

;t'I.S. Thesis, (A grit Exm. ECLU) Department of Agricultural Extension 

Education. Bangladesh Agricultural University, Mynwnsingh. 

58 



lsmail. M.S. 2001. Agricultural problem confrontation of the Farm Youth. In a 

selected Block of 1-thor Area of Mohanganj upazila under Netrokona 

District MS. Thesis. (Agril. Exen. EdW. Department of Agricultural 

Extension Education, Bangladesh Agricultural University. Mymensingh. 

Jamal. Ivl.M. 1996. Performance of Dropout Rural Youth in Selected Agricultural 

and Non-Agricultural Activities for Self-employment. MS. Thesis, ('Agril. 

Evin. Eclu). Department of Agricultural Extension Education, Bangladesh 

Agricultural University, Mymensingh. 

Kabir. G. 2002. Participation of Male Garo Youth in Selected Income Earning 

A!i,ricultural Activities in llaluaghat upazila under Myinensingh district. 

A/S. Thesis, (4gril. Exin. Edit). Department of Agricultural Extension 

Education, Bangladesh Agricultural University, Mymensingli. 

Karim. M.M. 1993. Assessment of Farmers Agricultural Knowledge in Sugarcanc 

Cultivation. Department of Extension Education, [SPA, Salna, Gazipur. 

Kuur. M.R. 1988. An Ivaltiativc Study or Women Development Programme 

Under ]ndogerman Dhaluclhar Project, Daulampur District, Kumgra. Thesis  

Abstract. 1-laryana Agril. Univ., Elissar, India Vol. X\'l (4). 

Khan. M.H. 1983. Adoption of Insecticides and Related Issue in the Village of 

Pachan Union. Madaripur District. An M.Sc. (Extn. Eclu) Thesis, 

Department of Agricultural Extension and Teacher's Training, BAli, 

Myrnensingh. 

M.S.; A.K.M.A.H. Bhuiya and A.H.A. Karim. 1986. Women Participation in 

Agricultural Income Generating Activities. Journal of the Asiatic Society tf 

Bangladesh Science. 1996- 22:2, 149-153. 

59 



Pardeep, S. Shchrawat and Sharma, R.K. 1992. Personality Traits: indian Journal 

of Extension Education, 28 (1 & 2): 138-140. 

Rashid, 2003. Participation of School Dropout Teenage Rural Youth in Selected 

Agricultural Activities in two villages of Mymcnsingh district. MS. Thesis. 

(Agril. Lxiii. Edit'. Department of Agricultural Extension Education. 

Bangladesh Agricultural University, Mymensingh. 

Rashid, M.M. 1999. Willingness of Dropout Rural Youth for Undertaking 

Selected Agricultural Enterpreneurships in Their Self-employment. MS. 

Thesis. ('Agril. Extn. J?du). Department of Agricultural Extension 

Education. Bangladesh Agricultural University. Myrncnsingh. 

Saha. N.K. 1997. Participation of Rural Youth in Selected Agricultural Activities 

in the Villages of Muktagacha Thana Under Mytnensingli District. MS. 

- Thesis, 'Agril. Exin. Edu,? Department of Agricultural Extension Education, 

Bangladesh Agricultural University, Mymensingh. 

Savita, B.K. Ivlanjic; M.K. Dhillon; S. Batish; M. Kaur; G.S. Dhaliwal; R....ora 

and S. Randhwa. 998. Rural Women: Their Role in Economic 

Development. Dept. of I-Ionic Management Punjab Agril. University, 

I udhiana- 141 004. 1 ndia. 

Scema. B. 1986. Role of Women in Agriculture. Journal of Extension Svstenz. 4 

(1): 67-69. 

Shardar, M.A.M. 1996. Interest and Participation of Rural Youth in Improved 

Winter Vegetable Cultivation. MS. Thesis, (,gril. Lxiii. Edit) Dept. Agril. 

Lixtn. Edu, Bangladesh Agricultural University, Mymensingh. 

60 



APPEDICES 



APPENDIX-A 
(English Version of the Interview Schedule) 

Department of Agricultural Extension and Information System 
Sher-e-Bangla Agricultural University 

Dhaka- 1207 

An Interview Schedule on "participation of rural youth in rural development 

activities in selected area of sarishabari upazila under Jamalpur district" 

Serial no; ................ 
Date:......................... 

Ad(Iress oF the Respondent: 
Name of the respondent 
Village 
Union 
Upazila 

Please answer the thRowing questions: 

I Age: 
I-low old are you? 	....................Years 

2. Education: 
Please indicate your educational qualification. 

Can not read or write 	( 
Can not read bui can sing only ( ) 

e) ....................... Read up to class () 

3. Family Farm size: 
State your -  

no — 	Dtails of land 	
,;, 	hectare 

r2. 
egetables, other trees) 

Own htiid under own cultivation 

5.Land takenfrom others on share cropping 

Land given to other on share cropping 

I Land taken on lease 	- 
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4 Finiilv Annual Income: 
Please state the income of your family ftoin dilierent sources during the last 

one year 
Aricuhural source: 

I Source of income Total production Price/kg 	Total l' 	lK) 

No. 

2. 	wheat  
"1 	I Jute 

 
4.!!H. $!fSane 

Winter ve(,,etable 
Summer vegetable 
Pulse 

S. 
	

it seed_crops 
9. 	Other crops (maize, corn etc.)  

O. 	Fruits, forest and seedling 
II 

. 	Dairy (milk. meat, caloric) 
12. 	pojjjtv (cogs._chickcn)  

F 1 	Fish 	 1 
Total 	 I 

- 	-. 	- I 	- 	------- -I .......1 
D) U WOL Lihil I LULL IL-LI & L tu a. 

r 
	no 	Sources of income 	 Total amount of TK 

Business  
-------------- 
ServIce  

ft 
	LDAy labor 	 H 

Total 

Total= (a-b) ....................................................(TK) 

5. lraining experience: 
Have you evet taken any training for your development? Please put a tick mark (\) 

wherever necessary. 

Yes.  ......... No .......... 
If "yes". kindly ans\Ltlle following queries. 
Si. 	Name of the training course 	Name of the training 	' Duralion of training 

No. 	 organization 
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6. Cosinopoliteness: 
Please stale your frequency of visits, outside your own village according to the 

iollowim& table. 

ri. 	Place of visit 	 Frequency of visit 

N 	 rRegiul3rl 	often Occasionally Rarely 	Never 

ID. 
fl Visit to other villages 	>12 	9-12 times/ 5-8 times! 	1-4 times! 	0 

I times/ month 	month 	I month 	timcs/ 

I month 	I 

I Visit to the thana sadar & 	i >8 times 	6-8 times 

thana agrietilture oflice 	/ 	/nionth 
1 3-5 times 

/month 

1-2 times/ 
month 

0 limei 
/month 	I 

I month I -- _ 
- 	_ 
Visit to the other thana & 	>8 times 6-8 times 1 3-5 times 1-2 0 times 

others commercial centers 	I month /month times/mont imonth 

month I Ii 

visit agricultural fair & 	>3 times/ 3 times! 2 times 
/year 

I times 
/year 

0 times 
tvcar_J 

exhibition 	 year 	year 

Visit own district 	 >6 tinies/ I 6-4 times / 

year 	year 

3-4 times 
/year 

1-2 times 
/year 

0 tinies 
/ycar 

3 times! 2times /year 1 time /year 0 times 
Visit capitai & other big 	1 >3 times 

cities year /year 

Lar 
itime/ycar 	Otimes 

visit larm exhibition 3 tinws! iyear 2times 

year 

 join different meeting 	>6 times 5-6 times/ 3-4 times 1-2 times 0 times 

I year /ycar !year !year 

[Visit to other sporting club 	4 times / 3 times! 2 times lthne 0 times 
/ 

month month /monlh I  /month 
moiuli 

lo 	see village gaines 	 4 times! 3 times! 2 times Rime 0 titiies 
I 

month month !month /month / 

I I month 
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7. Organizational participation: 

Please mention your involvement with the foUowing organization. 
I..,I,I..rn\ 

I Name of organizations 	 I 

No 

....  '""' 	°' " 	 p 
NO 	 Geruernl 	Excculivc 	Preside 
partteipatlon 	member 	member 	SecreLary 

I. 	village cooperative society 	1 	I 
rmcrS cooperative society (BRDB) 

[ 	[dless cooperative society 

I 

I 4. 	N.G.O society 
Youth club 
Sporting club  
Eazzar commit(ee F  

F 

CulturaL and recreational 
organization 

 Trade & business society - 
IC) 	Political organization 

8. CommunicatiOn exposure: 
Please indicate the extent of your contact with follongmed ia 

Sl.No. I communication media 	Extent ofcoinmunieation 
F 	 I flrrn'tiniinllv [ Ba 

Sub assistant ariculturaI officer 
. (SAAO) 

ext. officer (AEO) 

Opinion leader 
Input_dealer 

2 worker 

TI Residt 	monstration 

Group 

Group 

I 1cIC\'iSlOI 
C I- 
E I Daily newspaper 
C 

. 	0 I Agril related newspaper 

9. Family Size: 
[low many members in your family including your parents? 

Numbe................... 

64 

Not at 



LU. Rural Development Activities: 

Azriculttira1 Advisory Service. 

A. laiiii lv InvoLvement 
Mention your extent ol' particijitiofl on the following activities. 

s 	Itcum. 	 xIent of panicipafon 

L:10 arge Moderate 	L.ittle 

partici patton 	participation participation 

I. Advise parents. relatives & 
iicihbor to adopt KY V  

- No 
participation 

B. Social Involvement: 

Mention your extent of partici )ation on the following activities. 

Esi 	Items 
flU 

Extent oJ'participaliOfl _______ 
Large 	Moderate 	Little No 

participatioil 	parlicipatloil 	participation 	participation 

Participation in construction of I 

eiiihankmeiu/daiTl I  

2. 	ParIiciptioi1 in canaI diggiig 
wt;cipition in irrigation water 

nail a zci n en 
4. 	Involvement with youth_club  

. 	( )rga ii iztng south cl ul, I . 	 - 
(i. 	Distribution 	ol 	rd iet7loan 	to 

ii' disncsljCOPi' 
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I eoflOfl1 ic Activities: 
Mention yottr_extent of participatiol) on the following activities. 

	

SI 	i Rems 	flExtent of pailicipation 

	

I no 	 Large 	Moderate 	Little 

paiticipatten 	parLicipul ionparti

1. 	

cipation 

Stock-inisiness -t 	 I 	- 

L 	t)ai rv thrtn 

	

3. 	Poultry lhrm 

	

4 	shookeeper 	I 	 I 

No 
participat toll 

	

5. 	viiicrics 

	

I ô. 	Job/service 

Cultural & Others Activities: 
Mention yourextentof pathcjpion on the following activities. 

N IICS 

I
participation 

L_'"__ 
I Large 

__________________________ 
Moderate 	Little 	No 

partiCipation 	participation 

Vage theatre 	
- icricket 

hate Ii /01 her local games 
A rrance vii lzn4efair I 

-A - t! 
5.MulIIhhILe_local 

i rangeatial days 
conflict 

Inspire 	people 	to 	send 	their I 
dii Idrentoschool  

Signature of interviewer 
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APPENDLXB 
CORREIJEVI1ON MATRIX AMONG THE VARIABLES OF THE STUI)Y 

	

I 	VARO 	VAR02 	VARO3 	VARO4 	yARDS 	VARUG 	I VARO7 	VARO8 ¶VARO9 	VARIG 

Age 

	

Education 	-025412  

rmly 

 

am 

 Far o::HH  

7489 
	 7801 

V __ ___ -____  
Coffelation is significant at !he 005 level_(2-tailed) 

Correlation is signilicant a the GUS level (24aited). 	- 

VAR 01-AGE 
VAR 02- EDUCATION 
VAR 03-  FARM SIZE 
VAR 04" ANNUAL INCOME 
VAR 05= TRAINING EXPOSIJRIL 
VAR 06= COSMOPOLITENESS 
VAR 07= ORGi\NIZM LONAL PARTICIPATION 
VAR OS" COMMUNICATION EXPOSURE 
\r,\R 09-  FAMILY S17.E 


